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2013 10 01 Tuesday Whitley Strieber  Alien Abductions/Communion 
 

WHITLEY STRIEBER 
 
 AB: “So it began when ... and how?” 
 
 WS: “Well, in the middle of the night of December the 26, 1985 ... let me go  
  back to that time.  It was a lovely night in upstate New York, about ninety  
  (90) miles north of New York City, not too far from Woodstock. 
 
  Beautiful, wooded, hilly area.  Beautiful evening!   
 
  The sun set early, of course ... dead of winter.  The snow was falling  
  softly. 
 
  It was just ... we took a little walk out on the road – breeze was ... cold  
  winter breeze was whistling in the pines.  It was just gorgeous!” 
 
 AB: “Umm-hmm.” 
 
 WS: “Then we went to bed. 
 
  At some point during the night, I was ... became aware of noises – it was  
  in fact quite noisy.   
 
  And I was confused because, you know, here I am in a cabin in the woods 
  in the middle of the ... middle of nowhere.  There's fifteen (15) miles of just 
  straight woods outside my back door (!)” 
 
 AB: “Okay, noi- ... noisy in what way?  Whit, I mean ...” 
 
 WS: “Oh, like people talking and clangs and ... and ...” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “... grunting and thuds, and all kinds of things.  It was just noisy!” 
 
 AB: [Unintelligible] ... “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “And so I opened my eyes and I did not know where I was (!) 
 
  I did not understand this. 
 
  I saw what I first thought was some kind of a tent (!) 
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  Then a moment later I had a memory of sitting in the woods in the snow  
  with these strange people and going up in an elevator where there was no 
  elevator (!)  Something I remembered in a little bit more, ah, context when  
  I was later hypnotized by a psychiatrist about this, which I'll get to in a little 
  while.” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “Anyway, here I am in this situation and I'm trying to figure out ... I'm trying 
  to like make the bed reappear around me because that's where I'm   
  supposed to be ... and I'm assuming it's a nightmare!  A dream ... or  
  something! 
 
  It’s not real!  It can’t be! 
 
  Then I see this thing.  It is ... it shoots past toward my feet ... a dark blue  
  thing (!)  A few moments later, I see what looks like a gigantic insect  
  darting its face at me (!) 
 
  And, um, did I get scared? 
 
  Well, no, I was completely calm ... it was no problem whatsoever. 
 
  I’m lying – I’m terrified!” 
 
 AB: (grins)  “Yeah, I would be too.” 
 
 WS: “Unbelievable ... the terror was! 
 
  I ... I ... I ... the book Communion ... my wife Anne and I – we thought we  
  would call it ‘Body Terror’ first, because it was about a kind of FEAR that I  
  ... we had never known was possible before ... it was unbelievably  
  intense! 
 
  So ...” 
 
 AB: “Was it paralyzing ... would you say it was paralyzing or ...?” 
 
 WS: “It would have ... it would ... no! 
 
  I ... I would have been goin’ like ‘beat sixty (60)’, if I'd been able to   
  move, but I could not do that.” 
 
 AB: “Well, that sounds paralyzing.” 
 
 WS: “I ab- ... absolutely could not do that (!)” 
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* * * 

 WS: “Anyway ... ah, here I am in this situation.  Ah, the, ah ...” 
 
 AB: “The ... you said it looked like an insect?” 
 
 WS: “It looked like a big insect. 
 
  It looked like ... I saw eyes, like a big bug eyes ... big shiny bug eyes (!)   
 
  I didn’t see ...” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “... anything else initially. 
 
  Now what begins to happen is a couple of things: 
 
  First, I begin to hear this voice saying:  ‘What can we do to help you stop  
  screaming? ... screaming!’” 
 
 AB: (laughs). 
 
 WS: “This voice is mechanical and very gentle – female sounding – but it's  
  obviously a machine ... some kind of a recording that somebody's made.   
  And it's not reassuring because it doesn't sound human!  
 
  It doesn't quite sound like a machine either ... it's just damned weird! 
 
  Damned weird! 
 
  And, ah ... ah, I, ah, was sooo confused and frightened by it (!) ... and I  
  could not move (!) 
 
  Next thing I see is ...” 
 
 AB: “Are you saying appear and disappear, ah, Whitley?  Or was ... did you ...  
  did you have eyes on it the whole time?  Or what?” 
 
 WS: “Ah, no ... oh, I darted around – they all were moving so fast I couldn't see  
  ’em!  I mean, I could see ’em, but only for seconds! 
 
  And I didn't have much of a field of vision ... I couldn't move my head ... I  
  couldn't move anything!   
 
  And I heard this voice off to the side saying this. 
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  Then this blue creature that looked like a gigantic ... it was almost frog- 
  like (!)  It was strange with a blue uniform, a lot of flaps on it, like a   
  jumpsuit of some kind ... kinda like a working suit.  Comes up and starts to 
  open a box that has a needle in it (!)” 
 
  And by this time, I'm starting to shriek (!), ...” 
 
 AB: (softly)  “Bad!” 
 
 WS: “...and I get ... I yell out something along the lines of:   
 
  ‘You're going to ruin a beautiful mind!   
 
  You’re going to ruin my mind!’ 
 
  ’Cause it's getting ready to stick this thing in the side of my head ... which  
  it does do!” 
 
 AB: “Ruin your night? (!)   
 
  It’s gonna ruin your life!” 
 
 WS: “Mind ... Mind ... I said: ‘Mind!’” 
 
 AB: “Oh, ‘mind’ ... okay.” 
 
 WS: “Oh, no ... my night is done!” 
 
 AB: “Sheesh!” 
 
 WS: “It was ruined already!” 
 
 AB: “Yeah, I was ...” 
 
 WS: “That night was ruined!” 
 
 AB: “ ... I was gonna say ... 
 
  Hold on, Whitley.  We do have a break here. 
 
  We've got lots of time on satellite radio, but occasional breaks. 
 
  Ooof!  Insect eyes ... I don't like the sound of that!  Big-Insect-Eyes (!) 
 
  And blue?  Not a good color. 
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  I'm Art Bell, and this is Dark Matter with Whitley Strieber.” 
 

* * * 
 AB: “You know, the, ah, the music kind of sets it for me.  I don't know about  
  you, but it sure does me. 
 
  It sets the mood (!)  And I'm in the mood, all right! 
 
  So we've got this insect-like creature, bluish, above Whitley, who's in bed  
  terrified, with a needle headed toward his head, I guess? 
 
  And that's kind of where we left it (!) 
 
  Ah, Whitley, I don't know how you tell this story without ... without breaking 
  down (!) 
 
  Honestly, I don't.  But ...” 
 
 WS: “Well, I’ve ... I've told the story a lot of times, Art.” 
 
 AB: “Yeah.” 
 
 WS: “I mean, quite a lot of times. 
 
  I've gone far beyond this story (!)  I mean, there's much, much more! 
 
  This is just the core story that we're retelling here for the listeners who  
  have never heard it before, which you apparently have some of. 
 
  So ...” 
 
 AB: “Sure.” 
 
 WS: “... let us continue. 
 
  Here we are ... here I am.  I am in this what I thought at this point was a  
  tent (!), and ... because it had sort of gray walls.  It was kind of circular and 
  quite small.” 
 
 AB: “How did you get there? 
 
  I mean, suddenly you were ...” 
 
 WS: “I have no idea ... well, I do have a vague ... I had a vague memory the  
  next morning of being carried by somebody ... by ... by people (!) 
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  Ah, it had not yet occurred to me that anything, I mean, the next morning  
  ... but let me go ... before we go into that let me go back to where we  
  were, because the next thing that happened was extraordinary and   
  terrible! 
 
  I have subsequently learned a lot about what it was that happened, but  
  what I initially felt was that I was ... something was pushed into me  
  anally (!), which has become a famous joke! 
 
  Ah, the joke about the rectal probe, that the ... the, ah ... ah, South Park, I  
  believe ... either South ... one of those.” 
 
 AB: “So that's where it came from!” 
 
 WS: “That's where it came from!  Yeah ... exactly! 
 
  However, I would like to mention to the listeners – just in passing – those  
  who are snickering happily at this story, that it took me more than twenty   
  (20) years to even tell my wife what the doctor had told me about, ah, five  
  (5) or six (6) days afterwards when I had gone to him. 
 
  He told me:  ‘You have, Whitley,’ he said, ‘you have been raped (!)’   
 
  Those were his words ... and I was not able to say that (!) 
 
  As a result of which, I became a national laughingstock for having  
  been raped!” 
 
 AB: “I completely understand, Whitley.   
 
  I completely understand. 
 
  Really, I do. 
 
  And I ... I've seen all the jokes about it – I've seen what [Eric] Cartman  
  said  (AB laughs)... all the rest of it. 
 
  But you know what? 
 
  Ah, that's what it is, is rape (!) ... and there's nothing funny about that.” 
 
 WS: “Yeah, you didn’t ... you didn't react to it as something funny when we first  
  talked about this on the radio, which was, ah, very refreshing! 
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  Because I had gone on television show and radio program, television  
  show and radio program again and again and again for two (2) or three (3) 
  years ... and every time I went on, I was laughed at for being raped (!)” 
 
 AB: “Yeah.” 
 
 WS: “And I was not in a good state psychologically by that time. 
 
  Ah, I wanted to ... do the same to some of the morons who had done this  
  to me, who had been laughing at me. 
 
  Ah, and I ... as I recall, the gentleman who writes South Park actually did  
  an interview in which they bragged about having used me as a role model, 
  but not in such a way that I could sue them – they had been given legal  
  advice.” 
 
 AB: “Sure.” 
 
 WS: “Ah, and I thought that was just extraordinarily cruel!” 
 
 AB: “Well, plus you're ... you’re a public person.  Ah, you know ...” 
 
 WS: “Well, exactly.  You ... you ... once you're a public person in the U.S.,  
  forget it as far as that kind of thing is concerned.  You’re gonna ...” 
 
 AB: “The bar changes, yeah.” 
 
 WS: “... yeah, you’re gonna get ... you ... you’re ... the sky is the limit, and  
  anything goes. So ...” 
 
 AB: “No, actually ... actually not quite everything, as I was able to prove.  But  
  ...” 
 
 WS: “Well, that’s right.” 
 
 AB: “... but, ah, pretty much, anything goes.” 
 
 WS: “You're ... you’re an exception.   
 
  And then ... but not ... not exactly, because you see in your case, it was a  
  ... it's a different story.   I mean, it ... it ... there are some people involved in 
  it, who weren't public people, and so on and so forth.  I mean ... 
 
  But anyway, here's ... the next thing I remembered clearly was the next  
  morning ... and there's a lot more of this! 
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  The next morning I wake up and I thought:  ‘There was something had  
  gone on.’  And I said to my wife:  ‘Ah, did you notice anything unusual  
  during the night?’ 
 
  She said:  ‘No, it was quiet.’ 
 
  And so I figured:  ‘Well, maybe it was a nightmare?’ 
 
  But I had a feeling or sort of sense of there being ... having been some  
  kind of ruckus.  And, ah, I was very uneasy during the day (!) 
 
  I didn't ... I was not in pain yet – that would happen. 
 
  Ah, I, ah, was working on something – a story or something – and ... that  
  would later become important.  But in any case ...” 
 
 AB: “So the next day, your memories were foggy of what happened? (!)” 
 
 WS: “They were foggy. 
 
  I mean, something had gone wrong ... I was very clear on that. 
 
  But I couldn't figure out what it could have been, because, you know, Anne 
  had been sleepin’ right beside me and there was ...” 
 
 AB: “Sure.” 
 
 WS: “... absolutely nothing wrong!   
 
  And, ah, there was nothing wrong in the house.  My child was fine.  No  
  one had broken in. 
 
  Toward the evening, I became frightened ... I became terribly frightened!   
  And I’d been basically frightened all fall (!) 
 
  I had, in October, I had bought, ah ... ah, an alarm system from Radio  
  Shack and installed it. 
 
  Ah, I was ... become ... become obsessed! 
 
  I had bought guns (!)  I was marching around the house at night with a  
  shot- ... shotgun in my hands! 
 
  In the middle of the woods where, you know, no crime had been   
  committed since the Indians had been there.” 
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 AB: “No, I'd have a gun too.” 
 
 WS: “Yeah, well ...” 
 
 AB: “I'd have a gun too. 
 
 WS: “... I’ve been ...” 
 
 AB: “Do you have a memory ... do you have a memory of when that needle  
  went into your head?” 
 
 WS: “Oh, yeah!  I have vivid memories of all of it.” 
 
 AB: “Ai!” 
 
 WS: “But the ... the first thing that happened was the next ... not that day, but  
  the day after. 
 
  First that night ... 
 
  As the night fell, I got very frightened! 
 
  And I decided that an owl (!) had come into the house. 
 
  And Anne’s sitting right beside me right now – she probably remembers  
  this very well ... she's nodding. 
 
  I said:  ‘I think maybe an owl got in during the night.’ 
 
  And she said:  ‘How could an owl get in?’” 
 
 AB: “Uh-huh.” 
 
 WS: “And I realized that was true.  I mean, we didn't even have a chimney ...  
  we had a wood stove.  But you know, an owl's not gonna come down the  
  chimney of a wood stove that's lit!  And the windows were all shut, so no  
  owl. 
   
  Night came, and it was terrible (!)  I ... I could not sleep. 
 
  Finally, I got to sleep. 
 
  And the next day, I'm sitting there working, and I began to hurt.  My, ah,  
  rectum starts to hurt (!)  My head starts to hurt. 
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  And they're hurting a lot!  And I'm aware of the fact, at this point, I have  
  been in some way assaulted (!)” 
 
 AB: “Uh-huh.” 
 
 WS: “I just can't remember it clearly. 
 
  So I ... I go to the doctor a couple days later.  And he goes through this ...  
  he examines me.  
 
  He says:  ‘Well, this little thing on your head is probably a spider bite ... so  
  it looks like to me. 
 
  And, ah, then he says ... he looks at me and examines me, and he says:   
 
  ‘Well, you know, you do know that you've been raped? (!)’ 
 
  And I thought:  ‘Holy God!’ ...” 
 
 AB: “Uh-huh.” 
 
  WS: “How can this be?’ 
 
  And then I immediately ... that evening, driving back up to the country  
  house from the doctor's office in New York [City], I began to remember  
  that I had been in the woods with a group of people (!)  And I remembered 
  one of them in particular was an old friend! 
 
  And I don't know if I've put this in Communion or not – it's in the new book, 
  Solving the Communion Enigma, ’cause I got it figured out later. 
 
  And I was ... and I remembered him in the woods (!)  So when I got home,  
  I went and looked around in the woods tryin’ to figure out – it was very 
  snowy – I'd figure out some indication of where I had been or seen ... or  
  what.  No suc- ... no ... no success! 
 
  And I began to think, you know:  ‘Well, he was ... he joined ... we were  
  college friends.  He joined the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).  I had  
  heard from him off and on over the years, but not much. 
 
  And I thought to myself:  ‘My God!  Wait a minute!’ 
   
  The Kennedy [sic] guy [?] says to me:  ‘They're gunnin’ for me.’ 
 
  Now this happens! 
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  Did somebody come in here and drug me? (!) 
 
  Is that what happened? 
 
  And if so ...’” 
 
 AB: “Yeah.” 
 
 WS: “‘ ... this son of [a] bitch knows about it!’ 
 
  So this is the ... at this point I'm also ... I start tryin’ to get a hold of it. 
 
  I had his phone number in ... in his home and, ah, can't get ... it’s   
  disconnected.  And I forgot ... it figures, you know, the bastard. 
 
  And I’m runnin’ after ... it’s a crime (!) 
 
  And at this point, I'd also ... goin’ down another path.  My brother had  
  given me a, ah ... a, ah ... ah, a book about UFOs for Christmas.  And, ah,  
  I was, ah, reading this book, and that got me to talking to Budd Hopkins,  
  who was a huge UFO investigator at the time (!) 
 
  And he introduced me ... he wanted to hypnotize me.” 
 
 AB: “Sure.” 
 
 WF: “And I said:  ‘Oh, no, forget it.  If anyone hypnotizes me, it has to be a true  
  professional.’ 
 
  So to his credit, he found Dr. Donald Klein, who was the, ah, head of the,  
  ah, New York State Department of Psychiatry at the time, and had been a  
  forensic hypnotist for years. 
 
  At that point in his career, he'd solved over seventy (70) cases using  
  memory-based hypnosis (!) 
 
  After Communion came out, there were ‘hundreds’ of media stories about  
  how hypnosis is this and hypnosis is that ... all crap! 
 
  It works perfectly well forensically.  It's worked forensically for years, and,  
  ah ... ah, it is a perfectly adequate means of recovering lost memories (!) 
 
  Okay, that said, one of the best professionals in the world would hypnotize 
  me shortly thereafter.  But anyway, getting back to this business with a  
  friend.” 
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 AB: “Yeah, so far, I ... I fully understand your reaction.” 
 
 WS: “Yeah!” 
 
 AB: “Um, you know, after that report with the doctor and recognizing this guy  
  ...” 
 
 WS: “Yeah!” 
 
 AB: “...  [unintelligible] you go after him hard as you can.” 
 
 WS: “So I figure I'm sort of ... meet the doctor. 
 
  We're kind of laughing up our sleeves at Budd, who very sincerely   
  believes I've been abducted by aliens.  And I have to tell you I was   
  thinking that, you know, this guy [Budd] is a fool, but the doctor is really  
  good! 
 
  So I got into hypnosis with the doctor ...” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “... and I remembered things that I regarded as utterly impossible! 
 
  They were essentially the same things that had been in my mind ... that  
  had been troubling me because it was like a psychotic break, okay? (!)  I  
  mean it was in ... it was just bizarre! 
 
  And, ah ... ah, I'm having this ...” 
 
 AB: “You were ... you were recorded during hypnosis?” 
 
 WS: “Oh, yeah!  The recordings are available on my website (!)” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “The recordings ...” 
 
 AB: “All right.” 
 
  WS: “... of the hypnosis ... two (2) hypnosis sessions are available on my  
  website. 
 
  And, ah ... ah, the ... on unknowncountry.com – I think you have to be a  
  subscriber to listen to them, but that's another story. 
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  In any case ...” 
 
 AB: “It's amazing to me that you ... you would put them up there.  Really  
  amazing!” 
 
 WS: “I put them up ... well, I put them up there because this is the truth (!) 
 
  This is all the truth. 
 
  Whether it's about aliens or not ... we'll get to that. 
 
  But it's the truth. 
 
  Now, back to the doctor's office. 
 
  I have this bizarre couple of hypnosis sessions, and I leave this thinking:   
  ‘He thought that I had been the victim of a crime and that these bug ...  
  insect  faces would turn out to be people that we could perhaps identify.’” 
 
 AB: “Umm-hmm.” 
 
 WS: “So I'm left with the bugs and no idea of what's going on.  It seems   
  completely crazy to me. 
 
  And so I now zero in on the CIA guy.  I figure he's gotta be responsible –  
  he shot me up with LSD [Lysergic Acid Diethylamide] or whatever. 
 
  I don't take drugs.  I know nothing ... very little about it.” 
 
 AB: “He's the only one you recognize, so where else to go? 
 
  Sure.” 
 
 WS: “So ... here is what happened ... finally: 
 
  I finally tracked him down and found out he'd been dead (!), since the  
  previous March when I saw him in my woods!” 
 
 AB: “Oh, brother.” 
 
 WS: “And I thought to myself:   
 
  ‘Oh boy, you are going insane!  You have lost it! 
 
  And ...” 
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 AB: “No, no, no, no, I wanta be clear.  I’m sorry, Whitley. 
 
  You're saying he had been dead since the incident?   
 
  In other words ...” 
 
 WS: “No, no, since long before the incident.” 
 
 AB: “Long before?  Oh!” 
 
 WS: “Months ... see, nine (9) months before ... the previous March ...” 
 
 AB: “Oh, gee!” 
 
  WS: “March of ’85 [1985].  And here it is now, early ’86 [1986], nearly a year  
  later. 
   
  The guy’s been dead (!) ... when I saw him, he'd been long dead!” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “So ... okay, now table that for a minute.   
 
  I’m ... and then start with MRI scans ... with tests for temporal lobe   
  epilepsy ... with every kind of test you could imagine.  I even took lie  
  detector tests to see if I was lying to myself (!) 
 
  And in the end, I was left face to face with the unknown. 
 
  I had to face the fact that I did not know what happened to me, and  
  that damned crazy as it seemed, Budd Hopkins' explanation was the  
  ...” 
 
 AB: “Makes sense.” 
 
 WS: “... was the best one out there (!)” 
 
 AB: “How did you do with the lie detector tests?” 
 
 WS: “Fine!  I took a number of ’em. 
 
  I took two of ’em from, ah, the guy who did lie detector tests for the New  
  York City Police Department.” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
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 WS: “And, ah, then I took another for the BBC [British Broadcasting   
  Corporation] in London, because they wouldn't let me go on the BBC  
  before taking ... unless I took a lie detector test and signed a document  
  stating that no matter the outcome, I would go on the air with it (!) ... and I  
  passed that one too!  I passed all of the tests! 
 
  I ... my MRIs [Magnetic Resonance Imaging] were normal.  I did not have  
  temporal lobe epilepsy. 
 
  Ah, although a few years later ... apparently I ... and I say I've been led to  
  believe it might have been the U.S. ... U.S. Air Force – and some of their  
  little social engineering projects that they should not be engaging in, but  
  probably do – ah, placed a fake story in Parade magazine saying that I  
  had admitted I had temporal lobe epilepsy and made a big contribution to  
  the Epilepsy Foundation!” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “They did that right before I put out my book, Confirmation, which was  
  critical of the Air Force, ah, for keeping secrets it should not keep, in my  
  opinion.  And, ah, so that was out there. 
 
  In any case, I didn't have any diseases – I was perfectly healthy – I didn't  
  even have high blood pressure. 
 
  There was one thing that was noticed, and that was I took an extensive  
  bank of psychological tests, and the psychologist said:   
 
  ‘You are under extreme tension.  You are under very high levels of stress  
  and you should definitely do something about that, because this level of  
  stress that you're under – which is showing up in these tests – is not  
  normal, even for a person who is in a stressful situation ... it’s most   
  unusual (!)’ 
 
  And, ah, ten (10) years later, I took the same test and I was still under the  
  same stress (!) – I guess I'm good at handling stress (!) ... in any case. 
 
  So at this point, I became very compulsive about this thing.  I started going 
  out into the woods at night from the house with my wife terrified of what  
  might happen to me, and neither one of us understanding what was going  
  on ... very frightened for our child! 
 
  And ... but I couldn't stop (!) 
 
  I couldn't stop going to the country house (!) 
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  I couldn't stop going in the woods (!) 
 
  She would not let me go up alone (!) 
 
  And eventually, along about March or April, these little creatures started to 
  come back!  And they started ...” 
 
 AB: “You know ... you know, you said you became compulsive about it ...” 
 
 WS: “Yeah!” 
 
 AB: “... and went into the woods. 
 
  I mean, isn't that, I don't know, almost in- ... inviting it?  Ah ...” 
 
 WS: “It was inviting ... oh, absolutely inviting it – that was my intention! 
 
  Because I figured this:  Whatever happened was one of the most  
  extraordinary and unusual things that's ever happened to anybody. 
 
  And I'm not gonna run away from it ... for God's sake, I'm a writer! 
   
  I'm gonna write about it! 
 
  I'm gonna go out in those woods and I'm gonna get this thing figured out! 
 
  I'm gonna nail it down! 
 
  I’m gonna find ...” 
 
 AB: “What was your ... what was Anne, your wife, saying to you in this period? 
 
  I mean, she had to be worried at all kinds of levels about you. 
 
  So ... how did she feel?” 
 
 WS: “Well, we had ... initially, I had ... when I thought I was going insane, I tried 
  to get her to divorce me, and we had fights. 
 
  Anne is an incredibly courageous person. 
 
  Anne is a ... she’s ... she fought for her marriage; she fought for my sanity; 
  and when she realized what was really going on, she fought and has  
  continued to fight to this day on behalf of this truth (!) 
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  And when we started to get mail after Communion came out back in the  
  letter days, when there were still letters and people weren't just dashing off 
  emails all the time.  Ah, there were real letters ... physical letters.  We got  
  them by the bag full (!) ... by the thousands (1000s), by the tens of   
  thousands (10,000s), finally by the hundreds of thousands (100,000s) (!)  
  over a period of twenty (20) years! 
 
  Again and again and again, people telling their stories from all over the  
  world! 
 
  And Anne is a speed reader ... she's very brilliant – she read these letters  
  ... she read them all (!) 
 
  She dealt ... created a chart which she kept on the wall in her office.  And  
  that ... on that chart, eventually there appeared the phrase, which has  
  gotten me in a lot of trouble with the UFO community.  They want this to  
  be aliens and silver flying saucers from another planet, who are coming  
  and sampling our DNA and whatever else they're doing. 
 
  She said – and I'm quoting her:  ‘This has something to do with what we  
  call ‘Death’.’” 
 
 AB: “Hmpf.” 
 
 WS: “And here's why she said that: 
 
  I am not the only person to see a dead friend in connection with this  
  experience (!)” 
 
 AB: “Uh-huh.” 
 
 WS: “That’s commonplace! 
 
  You'll never hear that from the UFO investigators, but it's commonplace (!) 
  ... it's ordinary.  It is in letter after letter after letter (!) 
 
  And when we began to have groups of people up at our cabin and had  
  group experiences ... very complex experiences with these visitors ... they  
  showed up! 
 
  They ... they bought into this what I ... effort I was making ... they came! 
 
  They were there off and on for eleven (11) years, Art!  Eleven (11) years!” 
 
 AB: “Okay, it has something to do with Death, Whitley?” 
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 WS: “Yes.” 
 
 AB: “That's really interesting. 
 
  And ... and okay. 
 
  Have you come to understand what it has to do with Death?” 
 
 WS: “Well, let me tell you a story, ’cause that's how I live and how I   
  communicate in stories, as you know.” 
 
 AB: “Sure, sure.” 
 
 WS: “Ah ... okay.  I am sitting in my office one day.  Phone rings. 
 
  It's my agents, William Morris Agency in New York. 
 
  They say:  ‘There is a man desperately trying to get a hold of you, Mr.  
  Strieber.’ 
 
  And I thought to myself:  ‘He said he's a member of the public, and I  
  thought, you know, I'm ... I’m pretty well hidden.  If this guy has found my  
  ... my literary agency, he's trying real hard, and there must be ... he says  
  it's terribly important, and he's desperate.’” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “So I call him.  He tells me this story: 
 
  He and his wife are in their bedroom ... I mean in their living room.  Their  
  old dog is asleep on the hearth. 
 
  Night ... Ten (10) o'clock or so at night.  Suddenly, the dog becomes very  
  agitated.  And the dog needs to go out again ... the second time ... very  
  unusual for this dog. 
   
  The wife takes the dog out.  As she's opening the front door, she sees a  
  fireball race off across the sky and disappear beyond the pine trees  
  around their house.” 
 
 AB: “Hmm.” 
 
 WS: “She turns back to her husband and says:  ‘I just saw a plane going down  
  in flames.  You're going to get a call,’ because he's with the FAA [Federal  
  Aviation Administration].” 
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 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “At that moment, their little seven (7)-year-old boy comes running   
  downstairs saying:  ‘Mommy!  Daddy!  Mommy!  Daddy!  Little blue men  
  ...’  Note this: ... ‘little blue men’ ... familiar?  Yeah, I’ve seen ’em.” 
 
 AB: “Oh, yes.” 
 
 WS: “‘Little blue men – same guys – came into my room and they had Bobby,  
  his older brother, with them.  And he said to tell you he's all right.’ 
 
  This is why this desperate father had made this call. 
 
  The boy ... the older boy ... the teenager had died in an auto accident the  
  week before (!) 
 
  He wanted to know and he asked me:  ‘Can you tell me if anyone else has 
  ever had an experience remotely like this?  Do I have any reason to  
  believe this?’ 
 
  And I said to him:  ‘I have.  And many others have.  It's ordinary (!)’   
 
  And ...” 
 
 AB: “This is, ah, going to be disturbing to so many people on so many levels.” 
 
 WS: “Because ... so many levels ...” 
 
 AB: “Yeah.” 
 
 WS: “It means this ... it means this:   
 
  The soul is real (!) 
 
  There is an afterlife! 
 
  And not only that!  
 
  We aren't alone in it! 
   
  That all of these cherished beliefs we have about heavens and hells or the 
  ... the Bill Maher conceit that this is it and we don't have to worry about it  
  anymore ... when we die – we're dead ... we're just pieces of meat (!). 
 
  All of that ... all of it (!), both the believers and the non-believers – it's all  
  out the window! 
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  Because the truth is we do have an afterlife, but we don't know a thing  
  about it (!)  We don't have the straight story in any way, in my opinion,  
  judging from what I have seen and heard myself and seen and heard from 
  thousands (!) of other witnesses.” 
 
 AB: “Wow!” 
 
 WS: “That's the truth of it.” 
 
 AB: “All right.” 
 
 WS: “That's the truth of it.” 
 
 AB: “That's a BIG WOW! 
 
  Hold it right there.  I'll do the break and we'll come back. 
 
  That's a good place to break, ah, or a bad place, depending on how you  
  look at it. 
   
  Wow, there is an afterlife (!) ... but not the one we've been taught about! 
 
  All right.” 
 

* * * 
 AB: “All right, with us tonight is Whitley Strieber. 
 
  And his story is, ah, you know, on the one hand, I want to say like no  
  other, and really it is like no other, except Whitley's telling you – and I'm  
  telling you (!) – that many others have experienced some portion of or  
  what he did ... so it's not as uncommon as you think (!) 
 
  But it is scary. 
 
  This is Dark Matter.” 
  

* * * 
 AB: “My guest is Whitley Strieber, and I've got to tell you, I've sat and I've  
  thought about this in the last few moments.  And if, um, what had   
  happened to Whitley happened to me, I'm ... I’m not ... I ... I’m not at all  
  sure that I would have come forward. 
  
  Ah, I ... I guess I would have gone to the doctor.  I would have chased that 
  guy, ah, who we now learned had ... had actually died earlier, but maybe  
  that's where I would have stopped (!) 
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  I ... I don't know that I would have been going into the woods nightly. 
 
  I don't know that I would have told a soul, save perhaps my wife. 
 
  I really thought hard about this – I ... I don't think that I would have told  
  people this story (!) 
 
  That takes a lotta courage! 
 
  Whitley ... :” 
 
 WS: “Well, you know, Art, I ... if looking back now, I definitely would not have  
  done this!   
 
  If I had known what it would be like, what my life would be like having  
  done it, I never – and what my family would have gone through ... Never. 
 
  But at the time, it didn't seem like ... that (!) 
 
  It seemed like a rather unusual and fascinating story (!) 
 
  Ah, my publisher probably knew that it would be a bigger sensation than I  
  did ... but we both thought it had happened to maybe fifty (50) people in  
  the world. 
 
  And, ah, I had by that time met Budd Hopkins' group of abductees ... and,  
  ah, you know, we just, he thought it was maybe a couple hundred people. 
 
  I thought fifty (50).  I thought maybe he knew about half of the people –  
  twenty-five (25) or so – who it had happened to. 
 
  Because nobody ever talks about it ... it was nothing about it at all! 
 
  I had no idea what would happen!” 
 
 AB: “Well, what ... what you just told me about death, um ... ah, the association 
  with death ...” 
 
  WS: “Yes, we did ... yeah!”   
 
 AB: “... really got to me.” 
 

* * * 
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1997 11 19 Wednesday Whitley Strieber Alien Strangeness / Alien Implant 
                
 WS: “Okay, for me, this story starts on August the 27th, 1986. 
 
  I'm in my house in upstate New York, my little cabin, and there are nine (9) 
  powerful knocks on the side of the house in ... sequenced in three (3)  
  groups of three (3).  Ah, it frightens the dickens out of me. 
 
  By this time, I've already had the Communion experience. 
 
  I'm still ... I am struggling with this and still not at all sure whether it's even  
  physically real or not. 
 
  This is the most physical thing that has ever happened (!)” 
 
 AB: “When you say knocks, do you mean like knocks on the door or do you  
  mean bangs ... or what do you mean?” 
 
 WS: “Loud bangs, incredibly precise, as if ... as if a seventy (70)-pound fist was 
  hitting  the logs on the side of the house with absolute precision (!) 
 
  I think if I had had a tape recorder on, the time between those knocks  
  probably would have been exactly the same to the millionth of a second (!) 
 
  It was startlingly machine-like in its perfection (!)” 
 
 AB: “All right.” 
 
 WS: “The animals – the two (2) cats in the room – reacted very strangely with a 
  whole series of bizarre movements that I ... I didn't even know that they  
  were capable of (!) 
  
  I wrote about this all in Transformation.” 
 

* * * 
 AB: “Whitley, at ... okay, at what point did you discover or discern that there  
  had been something planted in your ear?” 
 
 WS: “Art, this ... this is a tough one to talk about, but I will get into it. 
 
  Ah, this occurred ... if the implant is real, and I ... I frankly believe it   
  probably is from what ... what happened with it, but we don't have it – it's  
  not a smoking gun type of implant ... ’cause we don't have it! 
 
  Ah, but if this is real, it came into my ear on May the ... the night of May  
  the 24th, 1995, when the following incident occurred.” 
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 AB: “All right. 
 
  I ... we’re not gonna have time to unwind the incident right now. ...  So  
  we're gonna take a quick break.  When we come back, we'll unwind that  
  story very quickly ...” 
 
 WS: “Very quickly.” 
 
  AB: “... regarding yours, ah, your implant.” 
 

* * * 
 AB: “Now, Whitley, if you would quickly, ah, this thing in your ear, ah, tell us.” 
 
 WS: “Let me tell you this story.  It's a very simple and strange story. 
 
  The night of December, I mean, of May the 24th, 1995, asleep in a cabin  
  in upstate New York on ... in ... on the second floor.  Under the windows is 
  a gravel driveway. 
 
  I was awakened by the sound of crunching of gravel ... in other words,  
  tires moving in that driveway.  Now we were behind a locked gate. 
 
  We were also about five (5) or six (6) miles from the nearest house, and  
  so it woke me right up ... that sound. 
 
  The windows were open – it was a nice night.  And I was frightened,  
  because there should not have been a vehicle out there.  And it couldn't  
  be anybody up to anything good (!) 
 
  I rose up in the bed, and as I began moving, I distinctly heard a human  
  voice in the backyard say:  ‘Condition Red,’ clearly.” 
 
 AB: “Huh!” 
 
 WS: “I then saw, standing in the doorway of the bedroom, which was at the foot 
  of the bed, a woman and a man behind her (!)  I could identicate [identify]  
  these people easily – I saw their faces clearly.  There was a lot of LEDs  
  [Light-Emitting Diodes] from the alarm system, which was on and armed  
  and not going off (!)” 
 
 AB: “Right. 
 
 WS: “They moved toward me quite quickly, up toward the side of the bed ... 
  began to come out of the bed.  I was aware of something behind them, but 
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  I don't know what it ... what it was.  It was not another human being, but  
  there was something in motion behind them as well.’ 
 
 AB: “Umm-hmm.” 
 
 WS: “The next thing I knew, I'm lying flat on the bed, my eyes are closed, but  
  I'm totally conscious. 
 
  I can hear someone talking to me almost like you would talk to a   
  frightened dog (!)  Ah, a female voice saying:  ‘Calm down, calm down,’  
  and then nothing ... until morning. 
 
  I woke up, immediately told my wife the whole story, asked her if she  
  remembered anything during the night ... she did not. 
 
  The alarm system was still turned on (!) 
 
  I went to check the house out immediately.  I went through the house, and  
  as soon as I opened the door into the garage, I found that the garage door 
  was wide open, despite the fact that the system was not indicating this (!) 
 
  I walked out into the garage, and my hairs of my body stood on end as if I  
  was in the static ... field of static electricity. 
 
  I started to get into the car, or in fact, I did get in the car and had backed it  
  all the way out when I realized that this static was inside the car as well (!) 
 
  I jumped out of the car ... went back into the house immediately. 
   
  Ah, my wife came out, observed the condition of the car, and we stayed  
  away from it because we did not know what ... what this was (!) 
 
  We closed the garage, disarmed the system, called the alarm man – the  
  man who ran the system – he came over.  He could not figure out how this 
  had happened ... everything was in working order (!)  The car gradually  
  became normal again. 
 
  That afternoon, my left ear began to hurt!  I had a ... a ... a lump in the  
  pinna, which is the outer part of my left ear, up toward the back and top. 
 
  Ah, about six (6) weeks I had ... I deliberated getting this taken out right  
  away.” 
 
 AB: “Of course.” 
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 WS: “But there was another incident that had ... that occurred a few months  
  later.  A ... a lady named Betty Dagonet [sic?] had one autopsy after she  
  died, and I read that she had been afraid that this would be ... ah, that it  
  would kill her to have it removed. 
 
  So I didn't do anything about it.  (I felt very helpless up there anyway –  
  there was nothing but the local doctors.  I didn't know Roger Leir at the  
  time.)  Ah, so I was ... there’s ... I didn't ... I didn't see how ... how ... what  
  I could do about it (!)” 
 
 AB: “So for years, you did nothing?” 
 
 WS: “Well, the next thing that happened was we moved down to San Antonio  
  [Texas], and at ... at this point, this thing had turned on a few times (!) 
 
  In other words, the ear would get red and hot, and there would be a  
  warbling sound or a series of tones in my ear (!) – it was quite remarkable! 
 
  But what was so extraordinary, I became involved with scientists here,  
  who were very interested in implants!  I found a much more open-minded  
  attitude in San Antonio, and they were, by this time, I was aware of what  
  Roger [Leir] was doing and, ah, his extraordinary – and by the way, he is  
  the pioneer in this field – ah ... ah, work. 
 
  And I was actually talking to one of these scientists about this ... about the  
  way the ear worked when it did do this:   
 
  It turned on ... turned bright red before his eyes! 
 
  And he said:  ‘Let's not take it out.  Let's try to study this thing if we can get 
  it to turn on again.’” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “We were never able to do that regular ... on any kind of a regular basis  
  under ... under controlled conditions.” 
 
 AB: “It didn't turn on on demand?” 
 
 WS: “No. 
 
  Finally, ah, I ... I got, frankly, I just, ah, got ... I got ... I got very creepy  
  about it ... and I still am! 
 
  And a few weeks ago, I attempted to have a surgery done here in San  
  Antonio.  And I ...” 
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 AB: “You went to a doctor and, ah, he ... he ... go ahead an tell ’em!” 
 
 WS: ”Well, he knew who I was and ... he probably knew – he's a great doctor ... 
  great guy ... a really, really good guy. 
 
  He probably knew what he was taking out, but we didn't talk about it  
  directly.” 
 
 AB: “Okay.” 
 
 WS: “It was just a foreign object, as far as the diagnosis went, that irri- ...  
  became irritated when I lay on it at night and woke me up when I was  
  sleeping. 
 
  He examined this.  He X-rayed it.  It did not show up on X-ray, which is not 
  unusual at all in this type of thing. 
 
  He, ah, but he palpated it and identified its position.” 
 
 AB: “Right.” 
 
 WS: “Indicated ... determined it was fixed in ...in by ... by examination.  Sat me  
  in the ... in the surgical chair and made an incision and began dissecting  
  around the object when the object moved down into another area of my  
  ear ... not far away, but far enough away to where it was out from under  
  the incision.” 
 
 AB: “This thing moved? (!)” 
 
 WS: “It moved, yeah, absolutely (!) 
 
  And it had not been ... it had been fixed in position (!) 
 
  And he managed after some struggle to get what he believed to be a  
  small part of it, which upon examination in the ... in the – not in a   
  pathology lab, but in the laboratory that was ... that was specially working  
  on this and is working on implants with me ... ah, they, ah, they observed  
  that the ... that it was made of what appeared to be distressed collagen,  
  and it contained a number of crystal ... mineral ... discrete mineral crystals, 
  ah, probably calcium carbonate or potassium carbonate of some kind. 
 
  It ... there are two (2) diseases that could create crystals in ... in the skin.   
  One is gout – these are not uric acid crystals.  The other is a disease  
  called pseudo-gout, which creates a ... a ... a substance called potassium  
  pyrocarbonate. 
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 AB: “Uh-huh.” 
 
 WS: “It's not potassium pyrocarbonate. 
 
  And also, pseudogout occurs in joints – it's not observed in the pinna of  
  the ear. 
 
  So it's a very mysterious business, this object (!)  We don’t know ...” 
 
 AB: “And it's still there?” 
 
 WS: “It's still there (!) 
 
  And not only is it there, the doctor just examined it again the other ... the  
  other evening, and it’s ... he said:  ‘It’s bigger!’ 
 
  It's back where it was in the first place (!)  It's just as fixed, and it's   
  somewhat larger (!)” 
 
 AB: “So it moved back, and it's around?” 
 
 WS: “That’s correct.” 
 
  AB: “Oh, boy!” 
 
 WS: “And you can't move it around at all.  It is fixed there again, just as it was  
  before the surgery.” 
 
 AB: “All right, so now everybody's up to date on your implant.” 
 
 WS: “Yeah.” 
 
 AB: “All right.” 
 

* * * 
 

 
 


